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Background

PFAS and Health

● Forever Chemicals - in environment and human body 

● Health Concerns in Pregnant Women/Infants, and those who 

are Immunocompromised

● Impacts on development, immune system, liver, kidneys, 

thyroid, reproductive system, cholesterol, cancer risk



Hopkinton



PFAS in Hopkinton

Contamination
● Measured in response to 2020 MassDEP 

guidance on a safe limit of 6 common 
PFAS chemicals at 20ppt

● Well 6 of Town Water Supply had 
elevated Levels 

○ Out of 8 total wells, Well 6 is the 
largest supplier of water to the 
town

● Public was immediately notified, and 
susceptible groups were offered a rebate 
opportunity to purchase bottled water



Public Concerns

● Public response was fearful of what contamination meant for them

○ What are PFAS

○ Extent of contamination

● Residents were unsure as to how they should respond to PFAS 

contamination notice

● Unsure whether to buy bottled water

● Little communication on Hopkinton’s remediation plan

PFAS in Hopkinton



What are PFAS Health Concerns

Mitigation PlanHopkinton 
Contamination
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Goals

Through an environmental site 
assessment, determine most likely 
cause of contamination, and share 
with community.

Provide transparent information 
about Hopkinton’s remediation 
plan in the short and long term.

Provide information on what PFAS 
are, where they come from, who 
is susceptible, and what they do 
to our bodies.

Lack of PFAS 
Info/Fear for Health

Unknown 
Contamination 

Source

Remediation Plan 
Unclear



Research
Comprehensive understanding of 

PFAS, Health Concerns, and 
Responses from other Health 

Depts.

Hopkinton
Assessment of Site 
Contamination & 
Potential Sources

Hopkinton
Address Remediation 

Plan & Public Concerns

Material Creation
Generation of Pamphlet(s) for 

Public Distribution
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PFAS in Hopkinton

Sources

● Not common contamination sources

○ Factories/Plants

○ Firefighting Foam

● Likely water treatment plant with leach field near contaminated well

○ Processing does not filter PFAS, remains in treated wastewater

○ Private Septic Tanks
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Next Steps

Distribution
Distribute pamphlet with 
water/tax bills. It will also 
be digitally available on 
the Hopkinton website.

Translation
Translate pamphlet into 

Spanish and other 
commonly spoken 
languages among 

residents of Hopkinton

Assessment
Monitor distribution, and 

assess effectiveness based 
on community feedback 

through google form. Modify 
as needed, and share 

resources with nearby towns 
facing similar issues.



Thank You!
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